Historia Caresfelda

- A remarkable legacy donated to Charsfield by Edward Dunthorne,
a remarkable Victorian antiquarian and grocer of Dennington.

Cover of the original
book—

Like this title, the
original contents were
carefully handwritten.

A large book:
height - 34 cm/13.5 in
width - 26.5 cm/10.5 in

But originally a slim one:

just 23 sheets,
46 pages (1 blank)




Historia Caresfelda — why this name?

There are 11 entries for Charsfield in the Domesday Book
with 9 versions of the village name

Caresfella Carsfelda Cerfella Caresfelda

Cerresfella  Ceresfelda Keresfelda  Ceresfella Cerefelda

+ Parvaceresfella (Little Charsfield) with 9 more households

Largest entry, 29 of the 94 households, is:
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‘ Caresfella and Caresfelda are both cited inside the book. ‘




Historia Caresfelda - rebound
The present cover

It was re-bound in 1932 with
the old front cover included
inside.

Both covers are board.

A striking feature is that
Charsfield Church is shown to
be dedicated to St Paul as well
as St Peter.

Where did the evidence for this
come from?




Historia Caresfelda - what is it?

Now — An historical scrapbook about Charsfield

Originally in 1847 — 46 pages containing carefully
researched history by a meticulous antiquarian

- Over subsequent decades, later generations inserted
new records into any blank spaces that could be found.

But there was a 40-year gap until:

- 1932, when it was revived and re-bound and many
extra blank pages were added

- Also, numerous loose papers and photos associated
with it



Historia Caresfelda - example original pages
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Charsfield
history
from
Domesday
to 1840s

(6 pages)
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Charsfield Church is valued at £8 and
its tithes of 16 shillings were paid to
Letheringham Priory.

This was a small cell of Austin friars,
with allegiance to its parent Priory of
St Peter and St Paul in Ipswich



Charsfield — Lords of the Manor

(as learnt from Historia Caresfelda)

These shields
hang on the
Nave walls in
Charsfield
Church.
1199 14008 late 1400s Buy Manor in 1613
After the : l Tudenham l :
Norman circa 1400 - 1613 Sell in 1735
invasion: 1461 -Thomas .
b De Weyland convicted of Bedingfield Leman
: ];got) - Own other local treason & - build present - John, Lord
fafl(i)ly manors, e.g beheaded. Oxburgh Mayor of
of Brarfl;liesl’tlo?1 and Attainder (land & Hall London in 1616
Fram- axiiatl. rights forfeited) - Subsequent
lingham - Robert (1300s), generations
born and died marry into
late 1400 Ly
in Charsfield e gi‘ lil local Naunton
Wingfie & Sterling
1274 == 1434 - Trustees during attainder families
(o)wlriers alt - Church porch built
Xours - Communion silverware gifted




Historia Caresfelda - example original pages

The Leman
Monuments
in the
Chancel

- The inscriptions
have been
meticulously
copied.




Historia Caresfelda — example original pages
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recorded in
alphabetical
groupings

1727 — 1812

(22 pages)

Here, for example is found the birth of
Fanny Leggett, later Marjoram, who
was running “The Horse Shoes Inn” until
the 1850s, when she was over 80.



aresfelda - exle oigin
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Copy of the 1838 Tithe Map drawn with intricate detail




Historia Caresfelda —an ongmal page with later inserts

Earliest known
priests at Charsfield

| / % ot Ipswich Priory (St
CoEm Peter & St Paul) is
patron.

New patrons after
dissolution, the
Naunton family
(of Letheringham)

Additional later
records have been
inserted



Historia Caresfelda - civil war period

Robert Large — Charsfield Curate/Vicar from 1635

- Ejected from Charsfield Church about 1644 (as a Royalist
sympathiser)

- Takes asylum at Letheringham Alms-house

- Gets provisions from Abbey (Nauntons)



Historia Caresfelda - new life in the 1930s

The Great
Village
Revival

(first entry after
40-year gap)

From the late 1920s into
the 1930s

Church repaired

Vicarage and grounds
restored from their
“dilapidated condition”

Sports club
Nursing association

Village hall

Historia Caresfelda
re-bound
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Emily Whicker,

Preok Mrrea, Chenysiv dummmn the last private individual

who was Patron (nominated
the vicar).

When the last Lord
auctioned off Charsfield
Manor in 1877, this included
sale of the advowson
(church patronage) as well.
This right subsequently
passed on to Emily through
inheritance.

Though born in St Pancras,
London, Emily, whose
mother was from
Charsfield, later came to
live in the village with her
uncle, Edward Hodgson,
residing at different periods
at Brook Farm and Brook
House.



Historia Caresfelda - A celebration recorded

St. Peter’s, Charsfield.

Patronal Celebrations, 1929.

SATURDAY, 22nd June.
Furrow Drawing Match at 2 o’clock on RED-

HOUSE FARM. Land lent by H. Youngman, Esq.
Many good Prizes. Entrance fee (any class), 1/-

SATURDAY, 29th June.
Garden Fete in the Vicarage Grounds, opened
at 2.30 p.m. by Mrs. Heywood, Glevering Park.

Work and Produce Stalls. Draw for Pig.
Usual and Unusual Side- Shows and Competitions.

JACK EGGETT’S DANCE BAND.

Admission -  3d. Children - 1d.

SUNDAY, 30th June.
SERVICE at 3 p.m.

St. Peter’s Churceh, Charstield.

Dedication of Memorial to the late Vicar,
The Rev. D. H. Medcalf, M.A. '
Dedication of Communion Service.

SPECIAL PREACHER: THE RIGHT REV. THE
LORD BISHOP OF ST. EDMUNDSBURY AND

IPSWICH, D.D.
EVENING SERVICE, 7.30 p.m.

On the Vicarage lawn, if fine. Preacher : The Vicar.

ALL ARE WELCOME.



Historia Caresfelda - modern times
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From the 1930s records
were regularly added up
until modern times

In particular, there are resumeés for
the village’s vicars, like the one
shown here for Jim Laurie.

In this case it was written by
Margaret Elliott, village historian
from the 1980s to the early 2000s.

Margaret is referring to herself
below as she was the church member
who produced an authoritative book
in 1987 on Charsfield’s dwellings and

fields in past times — their names
and any associated history.
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Historia Caresfelda - from the loose material

Amongst the loose items stored with the book (presumably there with the intention of sometime pasting them onto the
blank pages) is this photograph of Charsfield Church’s interior from the first years of the 1930s or even earlier*. The old
pulpit is on the left, not right side; there are oil lamps and a stove. (* The present pulpit came from St Margaret’s, Ipswich, in 1936.)
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Historia Caresfelda - initial page reveals its creator

A pencilled addition
references Davy & Harley
collections in London.
Why?

The original dedication
to Revd Bransby,
resident Charsfield
vicar (perpetual curate)
at the time Historia
Cresfelda was presented
to the village in
September 1847 by
Edward Dunthorne




Historia Caresfelda

- Who was Edward Dunthorne?

John Dunthorne = Ann Green — married c.1790 Laxfield

: 1751 — 182
His father was a grocer at 79 3

Worlingworth, then later at
Dennington in the 1790s

1756 — 1838

His mother was from a relatively
high-status family in the area,
perhaps explaining how Edward
might have had a good education

William Miranda
Edward = Harriet Bailey — married 18 Jan 1819
1792-1853 | 1798 — 1858 at Dennington
Harriet Anne

Edward
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PLAN OF THE STREET IN DENNING’I?ON.
About 1826.

Edward Dunthorne’s own plan of Dennington. The position of
his property (house and shop, probably) is highlighted.
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Historia Caresfelda

- Edward Dunthorne’s contemporary antiquarians

David Elisha Davy (Yoxford & Ufford) - Papers in British Museum

Henry Jermyn (Sibton), Rev J.Darby (Framlingham), Rev Blois
Turner (Halesworth)

John Loder (bookseller & publisher of Woodbridge)

James Clarke (Easton) — Grocer & Antiquarian — great friend

In the mid-1840s, the 2 friends, Edward & James, both join the newly
formed British Archaeological Association (rival to the long-standing
Society of Antiquaries of London and later Archaeological Institute).

Membership of the BAA was more open to people such as Edward & James,
those in a trade but keen amateur antiquarians in their spare time. Both
contribute many times to the BAA Journal, albeit these are short
communications, e.g about ancient coins found or features of Suffolk
churches.



Historia Caresfelda

- David Elisha Davy was the most renowned Suffolk antiquarian of his time
and Edward Dunthorne is known to have had contact with him at times

. _-
w - w-"“"i

Ufford House, Davy’s home 18231851



Historia Caresfelda

- Davy’s extensive papers are held at the British Museum, but he had one
published book, re-issued by the recent Suffolk antiquarian, John Blatchly

A JOURNAL OF EXCURSIONS
THROUGH THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK
18231844

David Elisha Davy

Edited by
John Blatchly
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Historia Caresfelda
- David Elisha Davy visited Charsfield and Dallinghoo one day in 1823.

1823
Sat. Fune 14th

Walked to Dallingho Church which I went into, & took a few additional
Notes. The Registers are kept by Mr. Browne,*® the Rector, at his House;
tho’ I found in the Chest, a small Book** of Burials from 1719 to 1787, to be
seen & allowed by the Magistrates; from this I took a few notes.

From Dallingho I continued my Walk to Charsfield. I went into the
church, where I noted such alterations as had taken place since I was last
there. I took also the Letters &c. on the Steeple & Porch, & the Verses on the
Head Stones. I could not get up the Steeple, to take the Inscriptions on the
Bells.

Distance to Dallingho Church 2. Miles, & from thence to Charsfield, 1
Mile.

In my way to Dallingho Church, I past the Moat House, a Farm belonging
to Mr. I. Clarke, of Woodbridge, of which I took a rough ground plan.

I did not enquire about the Registers, but I conclude they are in the
custody of Mr. Browne the Curate.




Historia Caresfelda

- Edward Dunthorne’s obituary in BAA Journal

It remains now to notice our deceased correspondent, Mr. Epwarp
DuxtaHorNE, of Dennington, Suffolk, who relieved the fatigue arising
from his occupation in business by attention to antiquities, inquiring
minutely after everything ancient in his own parish, visiting the churches
of his neighbourhood, taking rubbings from brasses, and collecting in-
formation relating to the pedigrees of the principal families of the county.

I

From our associate, Mr. Clarke of Easton, I learn that Mr. Dunthorne
was deservedly held in high estimation by his neighbours, and that
his loss was much deplored. He died on the 9th of September, at the
age of sixty-one. He left six small folio volumes of manuscripts con-
nected with the county of Suffolk, which have passed into the hands of
the rev. E. C. Alston, of Framlingham. A manuscript history of Chars-
field, with a map, and about fifty pedigrees with the armorial bearings of
some of the principal Suffolk families, has been purchased by Mr. Clarke.
He left also a quantity of coins in silver and copper, mostly of late dates;
a few medals; five or six hundred Roman coins; a collection of early

tokens and various seals, the product of his inquisitive scarch in his
parish and the neighbourhood. P.




Historia Caresfelda - Edward Dunthorne’s wider legacy

His collected papers are held at the Suffolk Archives in Ipswich

Home > Discovery > XI/4/4

Record creator

Dunthorne, Edward, (1792-1853), grocer, antiquary

Catalogue description

historical notes and collections rel to Suffolk

Reference: Xl/4/4
Description: historical notes and collections rel to Suffolk
Date: c1830-40

Held by: Suffolk Archives - Ipswich, not available at The National Archives




Historia Caresfelda - Edward Dunthorne’s wider legacy

Contents of his collected papers

Dennington — notes from examining extensive records spanning centuries
— maps, sketches, pencil and colour drawings

Booklets: East Bergholt — 49 pages
Debenham — 39 pages
Copdock — 12 pages

50-page booklet covering parishes of:
Bedfield, Kelsale, Cransford, Carlton,
Wingfield, Laxfield, Aspall, Badingham

And more........




Historia Caresfelda - Edward Dunthorne’s wider legacy

The 1929 article based on these collected papers

THE DUNTHORNE MSS.

By THE REv. EDMUND FARRER, F.S.A.

Quite by chance, during the summer of 1929, a

~ parcel of manuscript matter was placed in my hands
to examine and report thereon. The material was

apparently put together and collected between the

years 1826 and 1842 by Mr. Edward Dunthorne, who

was for many years a grocer in the parish of Dennmg-'

ton, and yet a man of good education, "and one most

keenly interested in the history of the cuunty in Whlch
he hved.

Initial paragraph of a 39 page article in 1929
“Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History”




Historia Caresfelda - Edward Dunthorne’s wider legacy

The Constable Connection

the question of the relationship of those who resided
in Bergholt, with the grocer of Dennington, recalling
to mind, though, once again, that quite late in his
life Edward Dunthorne was corresponding with Miss
Mary Constable on the subject of the pedigree and
descent of the artist’s family. o

last page of 1929 article by Farrer in “Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History’

The article indicates that Edward Dunthorne had, not only a great
interest in East Bergholt (his 49-page booklet shows this), but also
probable contact with family members living there. Further these
family members of his had links to John Constable which led
Edward Dunthorne to research the Constable family.



Historia Caresfelda - The Constable connection

. In a little cottage close to the gate of that residence
lived early -in the 19th century John Dunthorne, a

i‘

plumber and glazier, and as Leslhe says he was “a

man possessed of more intelligence than 15 often found.

in the class of life to which he belonged.”” Moreover,
‘““he was the only person in the village who had any
love for art, or any pretensions to the character of an
artist . he devoted all the leisure his business
allowed him to paint landscapes from nature.”

I think quite possibly among the sketches of East
Bergholt which are among the “ Dunthorne MSS”
there i1s one which represents the cottage by the
gate of Mr. Golding Constable’s residence. .

It can be easily realized how that the great artist
became very friendly with this man, and that when
his talents for painting began to develop, and he needed
to follow his natural inclinations, rather against the
wishes of his father, he chose as a studio a room under
the roof of John Dunthorne, which established a
friendship that lasted through life.

Farrer, p182 in 1929 - “Proceedings of the SIAH”

Farrer quotes from the
book by C.R.Leslie
called “The Life and
Letters of John
Constable, R.A.”. This
has references to the
influence on Constable
of John Dunthorne,
local plumber and
glazier but also a
talented painter. Later,
his son, John
Dunthorne Junior
becomes a great friend
of both John Constable
and his wife, Maria, and
resides with them in
London.



Historia Caresfelda - a painting by John Dunthorne

Flatford Lock by John Dunthorne Senior — 1814

(only surviving painting — Colchester & Ipswich museums; Colchester Collection)



Historia Caresfelda - the remaining problem
Is Charsfield Church dedicated to two Saints?

Is there further evidence to
determine if 1t should be

“St Peter & St Paul”



Historia Caresfelda - St Paul?

Woodbridge Field Club

There is this article pasted into
Historia Caresfelda on the first of
the new pages added in the early
1930s. It describes a visit made R
on Wednesday, May 25t to

churches in our locality by the
Woodbridge Field Club (a

group of antiquarians set up circa
1900).

To fit with the day and date, the
year of this visit must be:

1898 or 1904 or 1910

because ....

8 ¢

WOODBRIDGE FIELD CLUB.

The first excursion male by tha mymbaes of th»

Field Ciub this year was to Boulge, Charsfisld and

~Dallinghoo. There was a good attendance,
espacially considering the many counter-attrac.
tions of the day, Wednesday, May 255h.

Starting from Mr. Garnham's stables in Naw
Street, the conveyances and ¢ sbs took the road
to the quiet church of Boulge, nestling among tha
trees of the park. The small rectory of Boulge
was in early days, as it is now, consolidated with
that of a neighbouring parish, then Bredfield with
its church of St. Faith, the site of which is
pow lost. The present church of Boulge, with its
red brick tower, similar to the 16th century towers

—~of Hewicyy Tuddenhanr, Coddenham, and other

churches already visited by the Society, contains
a most interesting black Tourney stone font
probably made in the Rhenish provinces of Ger-
many during the days of Norman rule. It is
square in shape, and beneath each corner has well-
executed carvings representing dolphins. The
shaft is circular. A font of the sama pattern and
material within recent years was to be seen in
Bredfield Church, but it has now disappeared.
Within the aumbry fixed in the east end of the
north wall are some 15th century glazed tiles,
bearing the well-known Ufford arms. The visitors
were all pleased with the neat and clean appear-
ance of the church. They found especial interest
in the examination of the south aisle, and in the
visit to the last resting-place of Edward Fitzgerald.
The rose bush overhanging the grave shows signs
of blossoming in the near future.

When he visitors came almost to the end of
the journey between Dabach and Charsfield, they
were struck by seeing one of the prettiest views of
the district. Charsfield church stands on the
slope of a hill with houses around it, and "looks
down upon a valley which at this season of the
year is most picturesque. The Reav.J.and Mrs.
Davies gave the excursionists a hearty welcome,
and after enjoying a refreshing cup of tea the
members examined a unique set of Elizabethan
church plate dating from the years 1559 and 1576,
and stamped with the donor’s merchant-mark-and
initials W.S. (probably a mamber of the Sterling
family). The Rector also exhibited somo fine
rublings of monumental brasses, which had been
discoverad beneath the roof of Leatheringham
Ractory when alterations were in progress. The
principal features of Charsfisld Church are to be
seen on its exterior. The symbols in the flint
panels which form the base of the tower vary in
character from thoss usually seen. The carving
on either side of the west door shows that the
church was originally dedicated to St. Paul as
well as to St. Peter. The porch still marks the
connection of the Wingfields with the history of the
parish, and appears to stamp one of that family as
being a great benefactor to the church. Another
benefactor seems to be represented ona panel of the
font, on which is the carving of a fizure holding a
church. The reredos is curious but not hand-
som2. A small narrow lancet window in the
north wall appears to ba the oldest feature of the
building.

After visiting the church, Me. Hodgson allowed
the visitors to inspect his intaresting collection of
old china and family portraits; one is that of his
grandfather, a former rector of Long Melford.
Before departing all present accorded the Rector
and his wife a most hearty vote of thanks for
their kind hospitality and welcoms.

Dallinghoo Church contains good specimens of
early wood-carving ; but the piece which espacially
deserves attention is that forming the back to the
pulpit and which is adorned with the Tudor rose,
the arms of Kagland and France, and the pome-
granite of Catherine of Aragon, which fixes the
date of the workmanship to be about 1509. The
tower, once central, is now at the east end of the
church, owing to the loss of the chancel. There
isbut one bell; it has the inscription, * Miles
Graye made me 1622 The Rev. A. Brooke-
Webb allowed his visitors to view his well arranged
gardens, now possessing a most pleasing ‘appeat-
ance. The excursion was thorouighly enj H
Woodbridge was reached at 7.30 p.m. before the
shades of evening fell.

The next outing may possibly be on Wednesday,
June 8th, to Framlingham. Mr. Garnham has
consented to take members by road for 3/6 each,
but notice of arrangements will be sent by the
hon. sec., Mr. V. B. Redstone, Mill Hill, before
the date fixed.

i~ /bA” ¢C07‘?¢ )ﬂ Ao/ ~ —— s
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Historia Caresfelda - woodbridge Field Club Visit to Charsfield

When this antiquarian group come to Charsfied, they see “one of
the prettiest views of the district” and are entertained to tea by
the Rev J.Davies and his wife. His incumbency at Charsfield is
between 1896 to 1911.

When uhe visitors came almost to the end of
the journey between Debach and Charsfield, they
were struck by seeing one of the prettiest vi
the district. Charsfield church stands on the
slope of a hill with houses around it, and "looks
downl upon a valley which at this season of the
year is most picturesque. The Reav. J. and Mrs.
Davies gave the excursionists a hearty welcome,
and after enjoying a refreshing cup of tea the
members examined a unique set of Elizabethan
church plate dating from the years 1559 and 1576,
Ll:d stamped with the domor’s merchant-mark-and |

initials W.S. (probably a mamber of the Sterling
mily). The Rector also exhibited some fine

Revd Joshua Davies
Vicar of Charsfield from
1896 to 1911



Historia Caresfelda - woodbridge Field Club Visit to Charsfield

Afterwards, the Field Club visit Charsfield Church and it was then, when examining
“the carving either side of the west door”, that they come to the conclusion that
“the church was originally dedicated to St Paul as well as to St Peter”.

It seems likely that it was the finding in this article that persuaded the
Revd J.G.Perdue and the PCC of the time to put “Parish Church of St. Peter
and St. Paul” on the cover of the re-bound Historia Caresfelda in 1932.

0y iy iy iy iy

The End
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