
Front cover (4mm 
board) from the 
rebinding in 1932.
Note that Church 
name includes St 
Paul.



The Original 1847 front cover (2mm 
board) was retained and was bound 
into the new volume, in this order:

➢ 1932 cover - blank sheet - 1847 cover

The pages thereafter are numbered 
from 1.



1. The First written page – a 
dedication (Sept 1847) by Edward 
Dunthorne (ED) who was an 
amateur antiquarian and grocer at 
Dennington. This was addressed to 
the Revd Bransby, the resident 
village minister at the Old 
Parsonage in Charsfield. 

Below the dedication is a request in 
a different, but (likely) Victorian 
hand, for succeeding “Incumbents 
… to take care of this Book”.

At the top in pencil, is an intriguing 
reference to two manuscript 
collections in the British Museum 
(now in the British Library) - that of 
David Elisha Davy, renowned  
Suffolk antiquarian, and the 
priceless national collection of 
Robert Harley.



2. A page originally blank, likely 
filled in the early 1900s. The four 
brown rectangular papers match to 
the wording on the four shields now 
in the church nave; each relates to 
one of the four main family 
dynasties that were Lord of 
Charsfield Manor from the 1100s 
(see page 10).

The newspaper cutting at the 
bottom describes the restoration 
done to Charsfield Church at the 
time of Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897.



3. Here is the first page on the 
history of the village, all in ED’s 
neat hand. He cites the village 
name as Caresfella and Caresfelda, 
both from the Domesday Book, 
though that has 9 variations of the 
village name in total, plus 
Parvacaresfella (Little Charsfield). 

Note the family shields drawn here. 
ED drew and sketched well and was 
an expert on heraldry and family 
trees.



4. Originally a blank page (see 
“Vide Page”, top left); later 
someone has inscribed a copy of 
a Deed of 14th March 1883. 

In this Deed, the Penn/Curzon 
family (ex-Lords of the Manor) 
passed trusteeship of the village 
school and its land into more 
local hands, namely – 
Archdeacon of Suffolk, Patron of 
the Living (E.G.Hodgson), 
Charsfield Vicar (Revd Medcalf).

The Deed is repeated in a more 
readable form on page 46.



5. The second page on the village 
history. The paragraph at the top 
refers to the “Inquisition of the 
ninths” adjudicated in 1341 for 
Charsfield in the presence of the 
Bishop of Leiston.

The history continues with the de 
Weyland family (see their shield 
drawn on the page) as Lords of 
Charsfield Manor, but via the female 
line this passed onto the Tudenham 
family in the 1400s.



Page 6 on the left-hand side is 
blank.

7. The third page on the history of 
the village. The tree shows how the 
manor lordship passed to the 
Tudenhams. 

However, Thomas Tudenham took 
the side of the Lancastrians when 
the Yorkists were in the ascendancy, 
was convicted by Parliament in 
1461 and beheaded. Part of his 
estate and Charsfield’s lordship 
went to his sister Margaret, widow 
of Edmund Bedingfield.

On Margaret’s death in 1475, the 
Wingfield family take possession 
of the lordship (maybe just in a 
caretaker role). They build/repair 
the brick church porch (and, we 
also know, provide fine communion 
silverware).



8. A page (on the left-hand side) 
interposed between the third and 
fourth describing the village history. 
Perhaps this was, at first, blank then 
inscribed later by ED with:

(a) a note that the font “does not 
relate to the Wingfields”.

(b) a monument inscription from 
St Michael’s, Crooked Lane, 
London praising John Leman, 
who bought the Charsfield Manor 
Lordship in 1613 and died 1632. 



9a. Fourth page on the history of the 
village. The Bedingfield family obtain 
the lands forfeited by Sir Thomas 
Tudenham and retain the lordship of 
Charsfield until 1613 when it was sold 
to Sir John Leman (Sheriff of London in 
1606, Lord Mayor in 1616).

In the1590s, Sir Henry Bedingfield 
managed to have abolished a fee 
(“Knight’s Service”) that had been paid 
by Charsfield Manor to Framlingham 
Manor over many centuries.



9b. Affixed onto Page 9 is a 
letter to the vicar, Revd Sidney 
Osborne, dated December 
1935. Following an earlier 
enquiry, the letter writer had 
been sent a copy of the text 
relating to the Bedingfield’s 
history as described by ED in 
Historia Caresfelda. 



9c. Here, on the back page of 
the letter, the writer (Lumsden 
Bedingfield) takes issue with 
some of the information set 
down by ED – both dates and 
the line of succession. He cites 
at the very end the interesting 
fact that Sir John Leman had 
been a prominent fish monger 
in London.



10. A detailed tree of the Leman 
family by ED. Note that it starts with 
John Leman of Gillingham (Norfolk) 
and Beccles (Suffolk). It was a son 
of his, Sir John Leman, who 
purchased, in 1613, Charsfield 
Manor, which he later bequeathed 
to the Beccles strand of the family 
(shown on the left-hand edge of the 
family tree).

William (d.1730) and Elizabeth 
(d.1748) were the last couple to 
own the Manor and reside in the 
village. She was from the 
Starling/Sterling dynasty, the other 
wealthy family in the village, living 
at the “White House”.

The later-added paragraph at the 
bottom tells that the Leman family 
in 1902 restored the marble 
monuments in the Chancel and 
paid for the four wooden shields in 
the Nave (see Page 2).



11. Fifth page by ED on the history 
of the village, completing the 
account of the Leman family

Around 1735, Elizabeth Leman 
(née Sterling) inherited, then sold 
the Lordship to William Jennens of 
Acton Place. Reputed to be the 
richest commoner in England, and 
known as William the Miser, he 
contrived to die without his Will 
being signed. Though contested for 
over 100 years, his wealth was early 
on passed to his relatives. In 
particular, Charsfield Manor went 
to Richard William Penn Curzon, 
later Earl Howe.



12. Here ED has provided valuable 
knowledge of the early Ministers at 
Charsfield Church. The lower 
paragraph on Joseph Kersey’s Will 
looks to be in his hand as well.

However, the full-width paragraph 
(“John Robert Hodgson ….) has 
been inserted by another circa 1860 
and provides detail on Ministers 
from 1823 until that time. 

Two further paragraphs at the 
bottom have been added, one 
noting Rev David Medcalf’s arrival in 
1865 and the other naming the 
Trustees of Kersey’s Charity.



13. A description of Charsfield 
Church by ED starts here. He also 
seems to be the one to have drawn the 
carvings found at the base of the 
church tower (though a later hand has 
added the sentence above, indicating 
where the carvings are).

Note that one carving shows the name 
Paul, perhaps an indication that the 
church was originally dedicated to St 
Paul as well as St Peter.

ED comments on the mutilation of the 
font, likely done in the mid-1600s.

The inscription “J.G.R 1822”, we now 
know refers to the Charsfield 
landowner, John Rainbird, whose 
“Low Farm” later became Shrubbery 
Farm.

The bottom paragraph, commenting 
on the construction of the Chancel 
and Nave, has also been added later.



14. Remarkably fine and meticulous 
drawings by ED of the two 
monuments to the Leman family 
on the north chancel wall. Also 
sketched are two more simple 
dedications to I.L and T.L (John & 
Theophila Leman).

Later in Victorian times, someone 
has inserted the top and bottom 
paragraphs on the page, the former 
describing the further despoiling of 
the church, and the latter 
mentioning the flagon, the tower 
and the bells..



15. Repeated here by ED are the words 
on the left-side monument to William 
Leman, shown on the previous page,  
but now at a legible size. William was 
the son of John and Theophila who 
were commemorated by the other 
monument (right-side).

Further down are shown the arms of 
the Sterling family from over the door 
on the south side of the Chancel.

Some tombs in the churchyard, 
recently installed prior to the writing of 
Historia Caresfelda, listed.

Later inserted paragraphs are:
– at the top, (1887) details of altar 
furnishings and painting
– at the bottom, information relating to 
chancel, pulpit etc.



16. Details written down by ED of 
a Trust set up 11th August 1840 
with £869.7s.3d invested and the 
interest used to supplement the 
income of the Minister of 
Charsfield parish. 

The money appears to have been 
used previously for this same 
purpose but following the death 
of those earlier involved, a new 
Trust was being set up. The later 
note at the top states that this 
money was made over to the 
Queen Ann’s Bounty Board; this 
must have happened circa 1860 
when all responsibility for the 
living of Charsfield was passed to 
that Board.



17. ED here has quoted the 1799 Will 
of Robert Leman of Beccles, the 
relevant part being:

- £600 left to nephew Thomas 
Leman to invest, with the resulting 
interest and dividends to go to the 
Vicar of Charsfield to supplement 
his income.

-  The map drawings below show 
that £400 was used to buy 14+ 
acres of land in Mutford, Suffolk 
and £200 to purchase 5+ acres in 
Newton Flotman, Norfolk.

The later inserted lines at the top of 
the page refer to the discovery in 1889 
of the previously unknown ancient 
rood stairs in Charsfield Church, 
blocked up in Reformation times.



18. Charsfield’s registers holding 
baptism/marriage/burial records have 
been transcribed by ED with the entries 
grouped alphabetically and occupying 22 
pages. 

The village’s early registers had been lost 
(see inserted top line), so records here 
start in 1727. The earliest existing register 
book is stated as reaching to 1789, but 
entries recorded here  go upto 1812.

Here the 1st page of register records:
 – A (baptized, married, buried) and on to 
start of B surnames (baptized).



19. 2nd page of register records:
 – B surnames (baptized) continued.



20. 3rd page of register records:
 – B surnames (baptized, buried, 
married) continued.



21. 4th page of register records:
– B surnames (buried) completed.
– C surnames (baptized) started.



22. 5th page of register records:
– C surnames (baptized, married) 
continued.



23. 6th page of register records:
– C surnames (buried) continued.
– D surnames (baptized) started.



24. 7th page of register records:
– D surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) continued.
– E surnames (baptized, buried) 
started and completed.
– F surnames (baptized) started.



25. 8th page of register records:
– F surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) continued.



26. 9th page of register records:
– F surnames (buried) completed.
– G surnames (baptized) started.



27. 10th page of register records:
– G surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) completed.
– H surnames (baptized) started.



28. 11th page of register records:
– H surnames (married, buried) 
completed.
– J surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) started and completed.
– K surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) started and completed.
– L surnames (baptized) started.



29. 12th page of register records:
– L surnames (baptized) continued.



30. 13th page of register records:
– L surnames (baptized) completed, 
(married) started.



31. 14th page of register records:
– L surnames (married) completed, 
(buried) started and completed.



32. 15th page of register records:
– M surnames (baptized and 
married) stared and completed, 
(buried) started.



33. 16th page of register records:
– M surnames (buried) completed.
– N surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) started and completed.
– O surnames (married, buried) 
started and completed.



34. 17th page of register records:
– P surnames (baptized, buried, 
married) started and completed.
– R surnames (baptized) started.



35. 18th page of register records:
– R surnames (baptized) completed, 
(married, buried) started and 
completed.
– S surnames (baptized) started.



36. 19th page of register records:
– S surnames (baptized) completed, 
(married) started and completed, 
(buried) started.



37. 20th page of register records:
– S surnames (buried) completed.
– T surnames (baptized, married, 
buried) started and completed.
– U surnames (baptized, married) 
started and completed.



38. 21st page of register records:
– W surnames (baptized)started 
and completed, (buried) started.



39. 22nd page of register records:
– W surnames (buried) completed, 
(married) started and completed.
– Y surname (baptized) single entry.





40. Previous page – Tithe Reform 
Map for Charsfield (1839). Colours 
indicate owners of the land.

41. This page – Summary of Tithe 
Reform survey for Charsfield (1839) 
showing Land Owners, Occupiers, 
Quantity (land area in acres, rods and 
perches), and the calculated rent 
charges.



42. Charsfield Tithe Reform 
Survey (1839) – a more detailed 
breakdown in which each farm 
field is listed, identified by its 
number  on the map and with its 
area recorded. However, the field 
names are not shown (though they 
were in the Tithe Reform records) 



43. Charsfield Tithe Reform 
Survey (1839) – a more detailed 
breakdown continued with the farm 
fields. Then follows a listing for the 
“scites of Cottages & Gardens”.



44. Charsfield Tithe Reform 
Survey (1839) – continued listing of 
areas for the “Scites of Cottages & 
Gardens”. Then come the fields for 
the land within in Charsfield Manor 
(i.e owned by Earl Howe, Lord of the 
Manor). These latter have their 
tithes merged, i.e liability to pay the  
tithe fee is extinguished because 
the tithe payer is anyway the owner.

Note – this page appears to be the 
final one written by Edward 
Dunthorne.



45. Originally a blank page; later filled 
with valuable information relating to 
the 1850s and 1860s. The initials HC 
indicate that Henry Clutten, 
Churchwarden, was the author of 
most, maybe all of it. Topics are:

- 1861, parsonage and grounds made 
over by Earl Howe to Queen Anne’s 
Bounty Commissioners.

- 1863, 20th Aug, catastrophe of the 
steam engine exploding at Black Barn 
Farm.

- 1860, summer, old pews, gallery, altar 
piece and other church fittings repaired 
and improved. After 2 months closure, 
the church was reopened on 27th 
September by the Bishop of Norwich. 
List of Donors given.

- 1865, May, stone Reredos erected in 
Church, funded by Earl Howe.

- 1863, 10th March, new School opened, 
funded by Earl Howe who also gave a 
little over an acre of land.

- 1856, 13th April, Harmonium was 
opened, funded by Earl Howe and the 
Parishioners.

- Up to 1884, school had been kept as a 
Dunces school. In attendance some 25 
children.



46. Originally a blank page; later 
inscribed with this copy of a 
Deed of 14th March 1883 
(appears to be the same content 
as inscribed on Page 6). 

In this deed, the Penn/Curzon 
family (ex-Lords of the Manor) 
passed trusteeship of the village 
school and its land into more 
local hands, namely – 
Archdeacon of Suffolk, Patron of 
the Living (E.G.Hodgson), 
Charsfield Vicar (Revd Medcalf).

Note: This appears to be the last 
of the original pages. 
Subsequent pages were 
presumably added when Historia 
Caresfelda was rebound in 
1932.



47a. First of the pages added at 
rebinding, circa 1932.

A printed report from a journal or 
magazine has been glued in on the 
left side. This tells of a visit by the 
Woodbridge Field Club to Boulge, 
Charsfield and Dallinghoo on 
Wednesday May 25th. No year is 
given, but from the names of 
Church Ministers given in the 
article, it must have been 1898, 
1904 or 1910.

The inclusion of this article was 
probably because the Club 
members conclude from their 
examining of the carvings at the 
base of Charsfield tower that the 
church was originally dedicated to 
St Paul as well as St Peter. This 
dedication to the two Saints 
appears on the front cover of the 
rebound Historia Caresfelda.

Other observations in the article 
are also of significant interest.



47b. The Woodbrige Field Club article is here 
reproduced at a more readable size. The middle 
section has the most relevance.



47c. The first written entry on the pages 
added at the rebinding. It refers to the 
great village revival at the end of the 1920s 
and the first part of the 1930s, specifically 
on this page:
- The restoration of the vicarage and its 

grounds which had become dilapidated.
- The restoration of the church, new stone 

and brick.
- The churchyard road wall repaired.
- The churchyard extended (on the east 

side).

This all occurred after the arrival of the 
Revd John Perdue as vicar in October 
1927.



48. The second written page after the 
rebinding continues the account of the 
great village revival (late 1920s, into 
1930s).

- Vicarage garden planted. Tennis 
court established on the lower 
ground.

- Sports Club and Nursing 
Association inaugurated.

- Charsfield Village Hall built 
courtesy of Wilfrid Youngman.

- New clock in the Church tower 
provided by Emily Whicker, patron 
of the living.

- Chancel of the Church restored



49. Photographs of ends for new choir 
stalls, carved as 14th cent replicas by 
Mr Lanman of Framlingham in 1930s. 



50. Brief biography of Revd Sidney 
Osborn, appointed as Minister at 
Charsfield in 1932. 

This includes an account of the 
arrival of the new pulpit, obtained 
from St Margaret Church, Ipswich, 
much modified and then installed on 
the south side of the church (the 
previous one had been on the north 
side). 



51. Brief biography of Revd Maurice 
Gray Newton, appointed as Minister 
at Charsfield in 1939. 



52. A more extensive biography of 
Revd D.W.Ellis Jones, Minister at 
Charsfield from 1945 -1962, which 
extends to descriptions of village life.

Note that the faded typed section at 
the bottom of the page is identical in 
content to the title and first 
paragraph above. 



53a. A handwritten list of events 
from 1946 to 1954 during the first 
part of Revd Ellis Jones’s time as 
vicar at Charsfield. 



53b. Affixed on the left side of this 
page is a newspaper report of 
Baptist Church Association 
meetings held at Charsfield and 
Dallinghoo. There is no date on this 
cutting, but other records show this 
to be 1935. It seems strange that it 
was not affixed on an earlier page 
alongside contemporary 
information.



54. A handwritten list of events from 
1954 to 1961 during the later part of 
Revd Ellis Jones’s time as vicar at 
Charsfield. 



55a. Affixed on the left side of the 
page is an order of service for 
Rogation Sunday, May 18th, 1952. 
Only the front page is shown here. In 
total it runs to 10 pages.

Again, it is strange that information 
on the underlying page relates to 
1963.



55b. Record of trees planted in 
Charsfield churchyard autumn 
1963 during the period that Revd 
Bateman was vicar.



56. Written, apparently, by Revd Martyn 
Bateman himself, this is mostly a detailed 
record of church life in the village during 
his tenure, 1962-69, though with some 
biographical information about him. 

From the similarity of appearance, it 
seems likely that he was responsible for all 
the typed records starting with Revd 
Osborn’s on page 50.



57. First page of a hand-written 
account of the period January 1970 
to August 1982 when the Revd Cecil 
Fox was Minister of Charsfield with 
Hoo, Monewden and Debach, though 
living at the Charsfield vicarage.



58. Second page of the detailed 
account of Charsfield life during the 
Revd Cecil Fox’s incumbency, Jan 
1970 to Aug 1982.



59. Third page of the detailed account 
of Charsfield life during the Revd Cecil 
Fox’s incumbency, Jan 1970 to Aug 
1982.

The third paragraph mentions the 
filming in the village of “Artemis 81”, a 
BBC television play broadcast in 
December 1981. Note that the 81 in 
the film’s title refers to a star’s number 
not a date.



60. Fourth and last page of the 
detailed account of Charsfield life 
during the Revd Cecil Fox’s 
incumbency, Jan 1970 to Aug 1982.

The signature shows that this account 
was written in May 1984 by the village 
historian Margaret Elliott, in co-
operation with Cecil Fox.



61. Four photographs of 
Charsfield Church and 
churchyard in 1982.



62. First page of account of Jim 
Laurie’s time as resident vicar 
from 1983 to 1990 of Charsfield 
with responsibility also for Debach, 
Monewden, Hoo, Dallinghoo and 
Letheringham.



63. Second page of account of Jim 
Laurie’s time as resident vicar 
from 1983 to 1990.



64. Third page of account of Jim 
Laurie’s time as resident vicar 
from 1983 to 1990.



65. Fourth and final page of 
account of Jim Laurie’s time as 
resident vicar from 1983 to 1990. 
The signature reveals that this was 
written by the village historian, 
Margaret Elliott, in co-operation 
with the Churchwardens and the 
PCC in May 1991 (after Jim  had 
left).

The final paragraph mentions the 
Deben Valley Place-Name Survey. 
Charsfield’s own “green book” (as 
it became known) was largely 
researched and produced by 
Margaret herself and it has 
remained an excellent resource for 
past village information.



66. First page of account of 
Richard Addington’s life and his 
time as  Vicar of Charsfield from 
1991 to 1999. He had additional 
responsibility for Debach, 
Monewden, Hoo, Dallinghoo and 
Letheringham.



67. Second page of account of 
Richard Addington’s life and his 
time as  Vicar of Charsfield from 
1991 to 1999.

Although there is no signature, it is 
likely that this account was 
produced by village historian, 
Margaret Elliott, in conjunction with 
Mary Addington, Richard’s wife.

One fact not mentioned was that 
Richard introduced the “Roving 
Supper” to Charsfield, i.e where 
different couples come together for 
each course of a meal (starter, 
main, dessert). At this period, after 
the dessert course, everyone 
converged on Charsfield vicarage 
for a final cup of coffee.

Richard and Mary were the last to 
live at the vicarage before the 
Church of England sold it to private 
owners in the early 2000s.  
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